
 

Annual Report 2010 

What Has The District Been Up To? 



January 7, 2011 

Citizens of the Northeast Indiana Solid Waste 
District: 

It has been a busy year for the District. Staff 
has continued to operate popular programs on 
a limited budget with great success. A   
household problem waste day was held in 
June in Ligonier. There were over 160      
vehicles that participated and 13 tons of     
material was collected. 

Recycling and composting programs are 
growing in popularity as everyone strives to 
be more “green”. The electronics recycling 
portion of the problem waste program has 
soared in numbers with a 46% increase over 
last year’s collected amount. 

Hands-on educational displays were          
presented at the Earth Day event in DeKalb 
County and at Kid City in Noble County. 
Both events were a success with many      
visitors to the District’s booth. 

With environmental topics more pertinent 
than ever, the District Executive Director was 
asked to participate in several articles that 
were featured in a national solid waste    
management magazine. 

As we look to 2011, we know it will be     
another year full of challenges and projects. 
District Board of Directors and Staff are 
ready to meet these challenges head on and 
serve the citizens of DeKalb, LaGrange,   
Noble and Steuben Counties. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Smith, President, Board of Directors 
Steuben County Commissioner 

LaGrange County Recovery Data: 
Compost: 2,635 Tons 
Mulch: 2,291 Tons 
 
Noble County Recovery Data: 
Compost: 7,976 Tons 
Mulch: 2,016 Tons 
 
District Office Recovery Data: 
Compost: 330 Tons 
 
Total Tons Handled: 19,873 Tons 
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DeKalb Yard Waste Compost Lot: 
Total Tons As Reported 

Incoming/ *Outgoing
Brush
Leaves
Grass
*Compost
*Mulch

Materials  Tons Recovered 
Aerosols  2 
BaƩeries  15 

Flammables  1 
Fluorescent Bulbs  4 
Mercury Related  1 

Oil  9 
Paint Related‐Latex  20 
Paint Related‐Oil  18 

PesƟcides  3 
Other  2 

GRAND TOTAL  75 

PROGRAM  TONS RECOVERED 
Books  17  

Electronics  79 
Shoes   7 

GRAND TOTAL  103 

Household Problem Waste Program 

Materials are accepted Fridays     
mid-April through mid-November 
8:00 AM to 12:00 PM at the District 
office. The program is open to       
residents and small businesses within 
the District. Staff is on hand during    
collection hours to unload and sort 
materials. 
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Steuben Yard Waste Compost Lot: 
Total Tons As Reported 

Incoming/ *Outgoing

Brush
Leaves
Grass
*Compost
*Mulch

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Executive CommitteeExecutive Committee  

Ron Smith, PresidentRon Smith, President  
Phil Curtis, First Vice PresidentPhil Curtis, First Vice President  
Sara Tubergen, Second Vice PresidentSara Tubergen, Second Vice President  
Mayor Richard Hickman, SecretaryMayor Richard Hickman, Secretary  
Don VanWye, TreasurerDon VanWye, Treasurer  
  
  

Full BoardFull Board  
  

Don Kaufman, County Commissioner, DeKalbDon Kaufman, County Commissioner, DeKalb  
Don VanWye, County Councilman, DeKalbDon VanWye, County Councilman, DeKalb  
David Wiant, Mayor, City of GarrettDavid Wiant, Mayor, City of Garrett  
Norm Yoder, Mayor, City of AuburnNorm Yoder, Mayor, City of Auburn  
Fred Brown, County Councilman, LaGrangeFred Brown, County Councilman, LaGrange  
Phil Curtis, County Commissioner, LaGrangePhil Curtis, County Commissioner, LaGrange  
Yvonne Eash, President, Topeka Town CouncilYvonne Eash, President, Topeka Town Council  
Terry Helmer, President, LaGrange Town CouncilTerry Helmer, President, LaGrange Town Council  
Patty Fisel, Mayor, City of LigonierPatty Fisel, Mayor, City of Ligonier  
Suzanne Handshoe, Mayor, City of KendallvilleSuzanne Handshoe, Mayor, City of Kendallville  
Don Moore, County Councilman, NobleDon Moore, County Councilman, Noble  
Jack Herendeen, County Commissioner, NobleJack Herendeen, County Commissioner, Noble  
Richard Hickman, Mayor, City of AngolaRichard Hickman, Mayor, City of Angola  
Steve Brown, President, Fremont Town CouncilSteve Brown, President, Fremont Town Council  
Ron Smith, County Commissioner, SteubenRon Smith, County Commissioner, Steuben  
Sara Tubergen, County Councilwoman, SteubenSara Tubergen, County Councilwoman, Steuben  
  
  

Citizen Advisory CommitteeCitizen Advisory Committee  
Chad Arnold, Industry RepresentativeChad Arnold, Industry Representative  
Colleen Hake Boyd, Citizen RepresentativeColleen Hake Boyd, Citizen Representative  
Scott Martin, Industry RepresentativeScott Martin, Industry Representative  
Clark Reed, Citizen RepresentativeClark Reed, Citizen Representative  
Max Robison, Citizen RepresentativeMax Robison, Citizen Representative  
  
  
  

Note: All data is in tons of material unless otherwise 
noted. 

DeKalb County Total Tons Handled: 2,679 

Steuben County Total Tons Handled: 1,946 



Waste Minimization Program 

Throughout the past year, 186 businesses contacted the District with questions on how to     
maximize their efforts on recycling and/or reducing their solid waste disposal costs. They were 
all looking for ways to become “green” and stretch their dollars during a weak economy. Each 
contact discovered they could reduce their waste stream and effectively save money by         
recycling fluorescent bulbs, used electronics and a variety of other materials rather than sending 
the items to a landfill for final disposal.   

 

For nearly two decades the District has provided technical       
assistance to a mixture of large and small companies where     
recycling opportunities were identified from waste generated in 
an office setting or on the production floor. Nucor Building   
Systems in Waterloo is a company that has utilized the Waste  
Minimization Program. They take environmental compliance 
very seriously. Most recently, a waste audit was discussed during 
a tour of their facility. District staff analyzes the types of waste 
produced and encourages alternative methods of handling to   
further the  companies reduction efforts.   

  

 

Whether starting a program from scratch or adding new recycling 
items to existing programs, planning is essential to its success.  
Business recycling is easy and cost effective. Make the effort to 
contact us. You won’t be disappointed! 

 

 

A special thank you to Nucor Building Systems in Waterloo for allowing the District to use pho-
tos from their recent waste audit. 



Service Area Service Provider Program Type Tons Recovered  

Albion, Avilla,          
Kendallville Noble County Disposal Curbside (subscription) 273 

Angola Republic Services Curbside 358 

Auburn Republic Services Curbside 357 

Clear Lake Republic Services Curbside 15 

Fremont Allied Waste Curbside 88 

Garrett City Operated Manned Drop-off 131 

Hamilton Allied Waste Curbside 49 

Lakes– Crooked, Gage, 
James, Lime, Snow Allied Waste Curbside 45 

Waterloo Republic Services Curbside 96 

TOTAL TONS RECYCLED 1,412 

DeKalb County Courthouse 30 

LaGrange County Courthouse 5 

Noble County Courthouse 13 

Steuben County Courthouse 8 

NISWMD 11 

TOTAL TONS RECYCLED 67 

Curbside Recycling ProgramsCurbside Recycling ProgramsCurbside Recycling Programs   

Office Paper Recycling ProgramsOffice Paper Recycling ProgramsOffice Paper Recycling Programs   
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2010 Recycling Drop‐off Recovery by Location*
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Rural Recycling Drop-off Program Material Recovery 
Profile

Cardboard
Newsprint
Glass
Milk Containers
Assorted Plastics
PET
Tin
Aluminum
Trash

*All data is in tons unless otherwise noted. 

Total tons recycled through the Recycling Drop-off Program in 2010: 3,141 



 

Northeast Indiana Solid Waste Management District 

2320 West 800 South 

Ashley, IN 46705 

800-777-5462 

www.niswmd.org 

DISTRICT FULL TIME STAFF 

Steve Christman, Executive Director 
Pam DeCamp, Program Coordinator 

Linda Zirkle, Administrative Assistant 
Jenni Franz, Program Specialist 

Rich Caston, Mechanic/Supervisor 
Joe Baysinger, Senior Operator 


